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ABSTRACT

Agro-processing is now regarded as the sunrise sector of the Indian economy in view of its large potential for growth and
likely socio-economic impact specifically on employment and income generation. Some esti mates suggest that in devel oped
countries, upto 14 per cent of the total work force isengaged in agro-processing sector directly or indirectly.People generally
prefer fresh fruits and vegetablesin India due to abundance of seasonal fruits throughout the year available at low price. The
production of picklesand chutneys has traditionally been rural level cottage industrial activity. However, in the recent years,
processed foods in the form of canned fruits such as pineapple, Mango slices and pulps, grapes, apple, peaches etc have
increased considerably. The uses of fruitsin the form of concentrated juice, dry powder, jam and jelly havealso increased. The
percentage production of processed fruits and vegetables are fruit juice and fruit pulp - 27, jamsand jellies - 10, pickles-12,
ready to serve beverages -13, synthetic syrups - 8, squashes - 4, tomato products - 4, canned vegetables- 4 and others -18.
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